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met at Antioch to the dedication of the great church, called the Golden
Church, and framed twenty-five canons of discipline.   After the departure
of the orthodox prelates, the Arians framed a canon levelled against St
Athanasius, that if a bishop who had been deposed in a council, whether
justly or unjustly, should return to his church without the authority of a
greater council than that which had deposed him, he should never hope
to be re-established nor have his cause admitted to a hearing.   They then
named Gregory, a Cappadocian, and placed him by force of arms in the
see of Alexandria in 341.    The emperor Constans, in 345, invited St
Athanasius to Milan;  and, by earnest letters, obliged his brother Con-
stantius to join with him in assembling a general council of the East and
West at Sardica, in Illyricum.    It met in May 347, and consisted of
three hundred bishops of the West and seventy-six of the East, according
to Socrates and Sozomen;  but, according to St Athanasius, only of one
hundred and seventy, besides the Eusebians;  which agrees nearly with
Theodoret, who reckons them in all two hundred and fifty.    They were
collected out of thirty-five provinces, besides the Orientals.   This is reputed
a general council, and is proved such by Natalis Alexander, though com-
monly looked upon only as an appendix to that of Nice.    St Athanasius,
Marcellus of Ancyra, and Asclepas of Gaza, were acquitted.   They and
some others of the eastern empire were present.   But the Arian Orientals
made a body apart, being fourscore in number, who having formed several
assemblies in certain places by the way, on their arrival at Sardica refused,
as they had agreed before they came, to join the other prelates, alleging the
presence of Athanasius and other such frivolous pretences;  and at length,
upon an intimation of the threats of the synod if they did not appea-r,
and if the Eusebians did not justify themselves of the matters laid to their
charge, they all fled by night and held a pretended council at Philippopolis,
as St Hilary, in his Fragments, and Socrates testify.    Dr Cave alleges
that they dated their acts at Sardica;  but this they did only to usurp the
venerable name of that synod; for at the same time they quote the synodal
epistle of the prelates who remained at Sardica, before the date of which
epistle all historians testify that they had left that city.   The true council
excommunicated the chiefs of the Eusebians, with Gregory the Cappadocian,
forbidding all Catholic bishops to hold communication with them.   This
council sent two deputies to Constantius to press the execution of its
decrees.   The emperor Constans wrote to him also, both before and after
the council, to acquaint him that unless he restored Athanasius to his see
and punished his calumniators he would do it by force of arms.   Gregory
the Cappadocian, who had with the Arian governors exercised a most
bloody persecution against the Catholics, and among others had caused to
be beaten to death the holy confessor St Potamon, dying four months after
the council of Sardica, facilitated our saint's return to Alexandria, and